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The population of Bekescsaba in 1951 was between 200,000 - 
300,000. Although the city had. textile mills, brick 
factories, flour mills and a railroad repair shop, its 
economic life was almost completely dependent upon the 
farming activities of the surrounding area. A commercial 
airport was located approximately 15 kilometers northwest* 
of Be key cr aba . Two Hungarian military units were stationed 
In the city, a self-propelled artillery unit and a frontier 
guard unit . Each of these two units was approximately of 
regimental strength. 
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Point //l. ROPE FACTORY, Known as the "Merkuri Fonogyaj?” *. 
(No details available) 

#2 W THE CITY POWER STATION, Powered by Blesel 

engines. The station consisted of one building 
with a flat roof covered w_th gray slate, 

//3 . THE CITY HOSPITAIj. (Varosi Korhaz) , The hospital 
comprised two separate three-story buildings, 
with low gabled, red tile roofs. 
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#4. FLOUR MILL, Known as the Rosenthal Mill 

{Rosenthal Malom) . Steam operated; Trapezium- 
Bhaped building, four suorles high. It was a 
gray brick building with a flat, red— tile roof. 

#5. HIGH SCHOOL ( GYMNASIUM ) BUILDING. A three-story 
brown building with a low gabled., red tile roof. 

#6. THE CITY HALL. Two yellow buildings, each two 
storieB high with low gabled, gray elate roofB. 

#7. FLOUR MILL. Known as the Kovaos Mill (Kovaes 

Malom) . Steam operated. Composed of two separate 
unpalnted two-story rectangular-shaped buildingB . 
Each was concrete and had low gabled, gray slate 
roofs . 

#8. BUCKSHOT CARTRIDGE FACTORY. Known as the 

Hubertus Factory (Hubertus Gyar). A two-story, 
white unpalnted building with a red tile roof. A 
number of brick smoke stacks protruded about 
five meters above the roof. 

#9. SILK FACTORY. Known as the State- '.othlng Factory 
( Aloml Ruha Gyar ) . The factory comprised two 
buildings. One was about 100 meters long, 

70 meters wide, of gray concrete with a gray slate 
covered roof. This building, which was four 
stories high, housed the manufacturing installations 
and had a red brick smoke stack approximately 
50 meters high. The other building, which served 
as a Btorage place, was about 4o meters long, 

25 meterQ wide, a single storied structure of gray 
concrete with a low gabled, gray slate roof. 

About 600 persons , mostly women, were employed at 
this factory, which operated in three shifts. 
Parachute canopies were among the articles 
manufactured here. 

$10. AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL. Known aB the Mpzogazdauagl 
Iskola. Composed of two buildings. The larger 
one, constructed of red brick, was about 50 meters 
long, 10 meters wide and two stories high, with a 
low gabled, red tile roof. The other red brick 
building was single -storied, about 20 meters long 
and seven meters wide, with a low gabled, red tile 
roof. The surrounding area was covered with tree 
saplings and orchards . 

#11, TEXTILE (ROPE) FACTORY. Known as the Rokka Rope 

Factory (Rokka Fonogyar) . The factory was a gray, 
brick building about 70 meters long and 30 meters 
wide. It was three stories high, with a barrel 
vault, light gpay, corrugated metal roof. This 
factory was operated by electrical equipment and 
employed about 200 persona working in three shifts. 
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#21 „ HOTEL BUILDING Known a s the Hotel Caaba (CBaba 
Szfctloda) , A fcrown., three • story ’brick building 
with a low galled ,, red tile roof, located at 
the corners of St. 1'Sf van and Andrasay Streets. 

It had 58 rooms and was the main hotel In 
B eke sea aba . 

#22. CS ABA MOVIE THEATER , (CsaUa. Mo Ego) . The capacity 
of the theater was approximately 200 persons. 

#23. FETOFI MOVIE THEATER. ( Petof 1 Mozgo) . Its 
capacity was approximately 200 persons . 

#24. THEATER BUILDING . Known as the Bartok Theater 
(Bartok Szlnhaz). A white, two story building 
about 100 meters long and 30 meters wide. It had 
a metal cupola type roof and was located In 
Szechenyl Park (Szechenyl Llget) . 


#25. THE PIGS BATHING LAKE (Die 
#26. THE RACE TRACK. 


ST. ISTVAN STREET., 


BERENYJ STREET, 


#32. SAINT LOUIS STREET 


2 3-25 :a ft tors high, 10 m-stsrs v/id« , :,d two n 

U'.icstt A five-pointod rad glass star, apprc 
two aeters in diamfttftr, vas located on top 


• ( '2Q*,: 1 .1 £ PLACE. It was open -.'very Thursday 


The surrounding area of Bekeaesaba Is level and. 
under cultivation, with the principal crops being 
wheat, hemp and sugar beets. The basic 
manufacturing enterprises were connected with the 
agricultural products of the region. There were 
also metallurgical factories and/or mines In this 
area . 

The collectivization program In the Beksscsaba 
Region was well advanced. Some private land 
owners still remained (maximum farm area, 15 acres )j 
however, these Individual farmers were compelled 
to sell half their products to the state at low 
prices. The great majority of the farmers were 
dissatisfied with the collectivization program. 

(I am not able to give any specific instances of 
active resistance to the collectivization program 
by the farmers.) Although violators were Immediately- 
arrested and the prices of products fixed by the 
authorities, black market activities were 
extensive among the farmers . 


All manufacturing enter 
state -pwned, with the n 
the enterprises. A mlw 
established which had t 
order to receive the l -i 


ier in Bekescsaba were 
system In effect in 
i norm would be 
: met by every worker In 
pay. If a certain 
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percentatre of workere exceeded their nwrmBp 
the bade nom w* is then raised for all workers * 

The b&Ble pay rate wan increased, but not at the 
Bam© rate at which the norm was increased * Due 
to thla speed-up system, the accident rate was 
high- 

(d) The Stakhanovlte system was also used* These 
"sharp workers" (Elmunkas) received bonuses and 
medald and considerable newspaper publicity » 

(e) The Individual worker had to obtain an official 
release from his employment In order to mov e 
from one Job to another. In the event management 
considered that a worker would be more valuable 
in another enterprise, he could be ordered 'te 
change Jobs, If he refused, the worker was dis- 
charged and risked being declared unacceptable feet 
employment by other enterprises , 

(f) The average weekly wage for Industrial workers 
(February 1951) was IbO forints for skilled and 
90 forints for unskilled workers * The official 
rate of exchange was eight forints to the dollar , 
Specialists, such as chief mechanics, received 
approximately 200 forints weekly? engineers 
received 2,000-3,000 forints per month, Women 
constituted the majority of white-collar workers, 
since white-collar positions were classified as 
"light category". The average wage for these 
workers was 150-160 forints weekly. There was a 
tendency to assign women to all categories of 
"light" works e.g., barbers, taxi drivers, train 
and street conductors, etc. 

(g) The following is a list of consumer goods prices 
in Bekescsaba, established by'the authorities in 
the January-February 1951 period; 


(1) 

Monthly rent for 
bathroom, and one 
160 forints . 

two rooms, k^chen, 
small storeroom was 

(2) 

Monthly rent for 
was 80 forints . 

one room and kitchen 

(3) 

Bread (white) 

two forints per kilogrr^ 

(4) 

Bread (brown.) 

1.60 forints per kilogram 

(5) 

Meat (pork) 

six- seven forints per 
kilogram 

(6) 

Meat (beef) 

four forints per kilogram 

(7) 

Meat (vc-l) 

four -five forints per 

kilogram 

(8) 

Pair of chickens 

forints 

( ) 


,90 forints (90 fillers) 

(iv) 

Lard 

.lc-20 forints per 
kilogram 

(11) 

- r tr 

r!9 forints per kilogram 
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(12) 

Milk 

1 .50 forints per 
liter 

d3) 

Sugar (lump) 

6.50 - seven forints 
per kilogram 

(14) 

Sugar (granu- 
lated) 

six forints per kilogram 

(15) - 

Coffee (not 
ground) 

90 forintB per kilogram 
(seldom available) 

(16) 

Potatoes 

l.6o - two forints per 
kilogram 

(17) 

Mine (red) 

nlne-ll forints per liter 

(18) 

Wine (white) 

eight-nine forints per 
liter 

(19) 

Beer (glass) 

1 .40 forints 

(20) 

Shoes (good 
quality) 

240-300 forints 

(21). 

Suit ( good 
quality wool) 

1,600 forints 

(22) 

Shirt 

42-50 forints 

(23) 

Overcoat (long) 

2,400 forints 

(24) ■ 

Soap (laundry) 

16 forints per kilogram 

(25) 

Soap ( toilet ) 

2.50 - three forints 
per cakfe 


(h) Lard, butter, sugar, and soap were rationed, with 
the prices on all of the above-mentioned items 
established by the government „ The blaok market 
prloes were higher. I am not familiar with the 
rationing system. 

Political and Social Characteristics: v 

(a) The population of Bekescsaba was about 80# Slovak 
(Toth) origin j the remainder were of Magyar 
'Jicestry . The Slovaks were primarily engaged In 

agriculture while the MagyarB generally worked 
In the various industrial establishments. About 70# 
of the population was Protestant. The Communists 
apparently hesitated to take any drastic measures 
against the churches here and there did not seem 
to be any friction between the various national 
and rellglouB groups In the region. 

(b) Politically, the large majority of the population 
was anti-communist . There were not more than ' j 
200 convinced Communists In Bekescsaba. 
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(ft) -jJ'+t iTIwS, primary of ojblic 

trsufi ;ortftttoK v/a* ^agollnn-^ow^rrci str-s«t car?. 

The street ^ra pnvid^ ln^ra-city traneoortaUon 
only; 0U5^ vr-re an ;Sr inter-urban trans- 
portation, -'ii- trolley -;/9t«in v/ag krtcrvm og the 
/ilocji iigyeges 

(b) POl/Lft SUPPLY. Llectric pov/^r v.as ->rovH*d by -./h- 
pow^r station in >Vy-csaba „ Power ur*rf was 
, 1X0 volts for iio^estic city lighting, ?;y> volt -5 for 

lighting outside the city* prui 300 volts *ov 
in<io 5 1 ri&l installations. *ii ternatir 1 * 
current «<u uaed. Th-re* v;*r- n? — Ulctions on the 
arr/ount of current available to Private -o n-oM-ra. * 


Icy 


*i/w TiAl> 


tip J.io 


(d) 


(-) 


7hr best residential district v.ns in < •., .. ,„th- 
enstern part of t>.c city t>.-,f. v •. s known as the 
• iixth .lost of th* trslleinfs In tV* sector 

• v/ere villw art v.-ere occaoled by ?• : .-'h government 

of;ioials # •• l Tc-ran*.'ing Communist fr.ntv aethers 

and htnkhanovitee (so Ion- aa t -y maintained -h-ir 
high norms). i.urVrs lived in *h> sectors : :ho»-n ns 
points jf 1, ;;2 and ^6 overlfv//* The burin-ss 

sector was concentrated mainly along Andrassy Street 
to ot. I g tv an direct and included uaross, .'J-renyi 
and Hajnal streets. ...in housing .-rojeots errs o-inr 
planned lor vrie southern outukirts at' L'-i: city in 
the area of the former race track, -md in to* north- 
east era outskirts across the “?igs 3athing ? 0 ol”. 
ihc»<; projects v.ill presumably b** v/orkcr s 1 
apartments o The streets v/ere either concrete 
or of granite stones and were lighted ith olf etricity. 
iv.in streets wrrn 10-15 meters wide , while 
streets were about 10 mrters vdde. * ■ 

o*- hOdvJhXCATXOK. Long-dlstanre tvle^hon® 
callFi could nn.;i« only from ti- lR ui;,? n telephone 
station, located in the cost-office. TeWrams e ,. A v 
b- sent only from the oont-office. (;: 0 idhtr’icotion 
necessary when sending telegrams.) Although 
ooa-stlc mail was not censored, incoming and oitgoinr- 
foreign mail waa apst-checfced. 

There v/«f about one radio «? e .t -\>r #-v*rv two 
houses in the city. Many of the people did not 
believ- the Budapest radio stations or cv-n bother 
to lirten to them. TV Voice of America urogram 
“V* la ".- *adisnc«} however,. It •••.•,» dimcult to 
-lotcn to because of jamming by a .sVcial radio 
T" icn n ~ tir the .Volnok (mM-l'JlkE) rc 11 road 
• f The Jamming station bdu-n operating 

... .■ ..av.vi.iber IP 50 and was mo it effective t.lien tV 
, •’* '‘Wica^r .I3C broadcasts %sru made on 

‘^ r v^O-iuO^ mu It i':ij . ’ITi- broadcasts Av^re' 
r 7 : r:»m ititnriv.ronce whou on medium 

■ - .i { ov'.r 700 rn^tara), and uor* *fl>otivr i.^rin/ 
■.Iter, uayti.se jamming was less frequent than 

- ;pit. bent period for bri^icaatinr ^tis 

y-^th^en H1O0-2300 hours because <i ‘la->-r r«d i.o 
audience was then avai:«hle.. ..lost /-j,, r .dio sets 


Oi’CRliT 
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avu liable! o the p opu 1 a t i on wer & 1 ^opu 3. ar 
radio seta on which only the Budapest stations 
could "be heard, People caught listening to the 
Voice of America or the BBC had their sets con- 
fiscated. and were liable to arrest; 

(f) MEDICAL FACILITIES 0 There was one hospital In 
Bekescsaba j which provided medical and surgical 
services. Free medical service was granted to 
members of the Public Medical Help Association 
(Qrszagos Tarsadaimi Intezet), All gove rnm ent 
employees {including collective farm members') had 
to belong to this organization- Only residents of 
the city and county were admitted to the hospital > 
with exceptions being made ir. emergency cases'* The 
prospective patient was otherwise obliged to go to 
the hospital set his place of residence for treatment, 

(g) NEWSPAPERS. Daily newspapers published in 
Bekescsaba were the Vlharsarck (Storm Comer) and the. 
Biharnepe (Bihar County F= ;-"v . Both were Communist 
publications. 


-end- 
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